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The Ethical Decison-making of Sport Athletes and Its Environmental Factors

Dayoun Lim & Sungjoo Park*
Kookmin University

[Purpose] Based on Haidt's socid-intuitionist theory, this study andyzes the differences in ethicd
decison-making between sport athletes and the genera public in order to understand the ethical judgment
tendencies of athletes and examine the determining factors influencing their judgment from the perspective of
their environment. In so doing, this study hopes to motivate education for enhancing ethical consciousness as
well as inditutiona policy. [Methods] To this end, 200 €lite athletes in their twenties registered for more than
10 years a the Korean Sports Associaion and 200 college students in their twenties from five universities in
Seoul were sdected for comparison. Response trends for each item were analyzed by percentage, and
differences between groups were confirmed by the x? test method. [Results] The results are as follows. Firs,
in generd ethica stuations, athletes usualy showed a compulsory ethica view that emphasized principles,
whereas in a sports sSituation, they showed a double consciousness and reveded a very srong consequential
ethical view which put much emphasis on outcome. Second, athletes strongly maintained a Confucian ethica
view that recognized ethics as a norm compared to the genera public and, as a result, it was found that
paternalism was relatively stronger than rationalism in their ethical decison making. Third, athletes regarded
other people’s thoughts and group interests as important criteria for ethica decison-meking rather than
individua thoughts and interests, and showed a group-centered mindset which emphasized group harmony and
relationship. Fourth, while the general public viewed excdllent athletes as those with excellent skills and good
persondity, and vaued their mordity, athletes thought relatively little of the influence and importance of
morality in their success. Findly, it was found that coaches and managers were fundamental to the formation
of the ahlete's mora view. [Conclusion] An in-depth understanding of sports participants ethical awareness
should come first in order to enhance ethical consciousness in sport. | hope this study will work as a catalyst
for research which approaches athletes ethica consciousness from a socio-cultural context.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Research Participants

Length

Name Gender of career Sports
1 A W 16 Swimming
2 B M 14 Soccer
3 C M 15 Volleyball
4 D M 20 Track & Field
5 E w 1 Triathlon
6 F W 18 Taekwondo
7 G M 12 Fencing
8 H M 17 Basketball
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