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South Korean male footballers’ involuntary labor migration:
Why do they leave for Southeast Asia?
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[Purpose] This study aims to explore migration factors of Korean male footballers who have moved from
South Korea to Southeast Asian countries. [Methods] Qualitative case study was conducted with 9 footballers,

4 their agents and 2 K-league staffs as the participant. [Results] As a result, by regarding their migration as

involuntary decision, this study could provide academic and practical discussion on sport labor migration. First

of all, this study established theoretical framework for involuntary migration of the participants through

‘Push-Pull Theory’ which focuses on demand and supply on the labor force. Second, this study found that a

local rule (FA compensation system) of Korean professional football league (K league) and hierarchical

collectivist culture contributed to their migration, which has not been reported by previous studies focused on

the voluntary migration of mainstream players and it reflected local context of K league. [Conclusions] In

conclusion, this study confirmed that sport labor migration was also considered as social phenomenon and

reflected a cross section of a particular society. Through the migration of athletes, we can provide a variety

of viewpoint on economic (market) structure, related policy and system in a particular society, and understand

migration motives in terms of agency (subculture).
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Table 1. Personal characteristic of the participants

No. Name* Age League Position** Role
1 KDF 26 Thailand FW
2 ASD 28 Thailand FW
3 GFD 30 Thailand DF
4 FER 33 Thailand DF
5 DDF 28 Malaysia Fw Footballer
6 AAS 33 Malaysia MF
7 DES 34 Malaysia DF
8 HTH 29 Vietnam FW
9 FVD 30 Vietnam FW
10 MIH 34 - 1,6
11 BNV 44 - 2,4
12 CVD 48 - 3,8,9 Agent
13 ZSA 50 - 5,7
14 ASD 36 - - League
15 PKG 40 - - staff
*Anonymity was used.

**Agents have contracted with footballers of each number.

YRS IR

£ AT YinQ014)0] ARkt 4 AT A 4
A A2Y 5 AEUET FAARE SR B
sfom, 7 Aad AEAIS} 7R BHARE 27t
2oz MMt FAHR AR 279 W B4 e o
23 et

3, AT oSS TR ASAgE ANt
NS HolkSo] A 7Rk % o] AF3ke A
71e] ojolom, e 1-28](F2: 40504 Heh 90
) 2Pt We b 2 Aga 7ol ojsoly
o, 745 414:0) Aol A] Z1ge7 5 e 174 e )
FobE wgoR st A7 Holdsel 4t ol
of Tk bS] V&S A e} PAlom Rl
o} 2% ek wipasiE wgoR 13} Hge] e ol
o TR AEA ARt AT A B 354 A7



93 A EEOR At R Y wgos Ay

3.0 49o0] ufe} Aol g oo HET} g Hels]
= k. Wi 58 me we gl Ak A AR

Sk, Ag W] thet -2 ke (Table 2)% e,

Table 2. In-depth interview questions

Items Questions

- Self introduction

- Career as a footballer

- Background of migration
- Process of migration

First interview
(Unstructured
interview)

- Migration motives (e.g. Career, income,
self esteem, treatment, living, education,
retirement, family, co-players, agents,
coaches, etc.)

- Social structural factors of migration

Second interview
(Semi-structured

interview) (International football trend, leagues,
clubs, policy, economy, culture,
geography, climate, media, etc.)
- Plan for career as a footballer
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