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A reflection on the discourses on unwritten laws in sport

Sungjoo Park*
Kookmin University

[Purpose] The goal of this article is to examine the unwritten law of sports - a moral law - in

relation to the purposeful act of continuing to score, when winning has been already secured, in

normative terms of sportsmanship. [Methods] To do this, this article analyzed previous debates on the

unwritten law about overwhelming victory and looked at the pros and cons of this law. Then, I

contemplated the reasons for these opposite views, as well as the values and theories underpinning

these views from the perspective of the nature and morality of sports. [Results] My argument is that

respect for sport should mean more than observing sporting rules and include respect for the tradition

and practice of each sport: hence the necessity of the unwritten law regarding overwhelming victory. I

also suggested that the mercy rule be applied in a heavily lopsided game in order to maintain

sportsmanship in a rational way. [Conclusion] My discussion on the unwritten law about

overwhelming victory from the viewpoint of sportsmanship may reveal the significance of the essence of

sports, attitude towards competition as mutual request for excellence, and the importance of winning.
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